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The Teaching of Drawing in Metz 

 

There is no record today of any initiative by the municipality to create a drawing school 

in Metz before the French Revolution. Art was taught by individual masters. Projects for the 

opening of a school were nevertheless submitted to the city at the end of the 18th century, but 

nothing came about. From 1796, drawing lessons were given at the École centrale, but it was 

only after 1814 that a true free drawing school was established in Metz. Silly, the drawing 

master, held classes at the Royal artillery school of Metz.1 The military applications of the art 

of drawing were also taught by private professors, such as an anonymous “young man” who 

“possesses Mathematics, the Sphere & Geometry, drawing, topography & Fortification”. He 

sought pupils through the Affiches des Évêchés et Lorraine in 1786.2 In 1790, a certain “sieur 

Guillaume” offered to teach drawing “and all that relates to the military art”,3 while Boudier, 

a former professor at the military college of La Flèche, offered classes in drawing the figure, 

architecture, and cartography,4 through the same newspaper in 1796. This periodical also 

provides precious evidence about the teaching of art in Metz before the French Revolution. 

Several advertisements were published between 1783 and 1790 by travelling artists passing 

through Metz, who gave drawing or painting lessons. The Sieur Vincentdet, presenting 

himself as a painter and draughtsman of all genres, offered in 1783 to teach how to paint 

“jackets, shoes, work bags & other materials” in 1786,5 the Sieur Alma, draughtsman, taught 

the figure, ornament and landscape.6 Two years later, the painter Duchoiselle wanted to open 

a drawing school “in which he will teach the principles of the figure, ornament, flora and 

landscapes”.7 In 1790, the painter Jean Dubuisson (1764-1849) gave some lessons in 

painting,8 before becoming the director of the Langres drawing school.9 The same year, 

Maupetit, “ draughtsman and pupil of the free Drawing School of Paris” taught “architecture, 

stone cutting, perspective, geometry, fortification, maps in pen and brush”10 to children from 

the age of 8 who knew how to read and write. Finally, presenting himself as painter to the 

“Duc des Deux-Ponts”, Gabriel Fleury (1746-?), passing through his home city, offered 

drawing and painting lessons on the rue des Prêcheresses.11 Other artists from Metz taught art, 

such as the sculptor François Masson12, who was there between 1779 and 1784.13 Charles-

 
1 Metz, Archives municipales, GG267, “Extrait d’une délibération des représentants de la commune de Metz”, 

26 October 1789. 
2 Affiches des Évêchés et Lorraine, 28 February 1788, p. 66-67. 
3 Affiches des Évêchés et Lorraine, 27 May 1790. 
4 Metz, Bibliothèque municipale, Ms 1513, vol. I, f°5. 
5 Affiches des Évêchés et Lorraine, Thursday 1 May 1783, p. 139. 
6 Metz, Bibliothèque municipale, Ms 1513, vol. I, f°8. 
7 Affiches des Évêchés et Lorraine, 3 April 1788, p. 106. 
8 Metz, Bibliothèque Municipale, Ms 1513, vol. I, f°9. 
9 PELTRE, 1981, p. 40. 
10 Affiches des Évêchés et Lorraine, 14 October 1790 Metz, Bibliothèque municipale, Ms 1513, vol. I, f°13. 
11 PELTRE, op. cit., p. 32-33. 
12 Metz, Bibliothèque municipale, Ms 1513, vol. I, f°7. 
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Augustin Pioche (1762-1839) was among his pupils and opened a drawing school,14 about 

which we know nothing today. Étienne Chevreux (1756-1818) gave lessons to twenty pupils, 

making his school, which opened before 1796, the largest one of the city, according to 

himself.15 Jean-Augustin Naud (1780-1851) also gave private drawing lessons.16 These many 

initiatives show the interest, even the need, to teach art to the connoisseurs and youth of Metz, 

a need defended to the municipality at the end of the 18th century. The engineer and architect 

to the city, Claude Gardeur Lebrun (1745-1828), who was also a professor at the Artillery 

School, worked in 1786 for the opening of a public drawing school in Metz, which he planned 

to set up in the buildings belonging to the church of Saint-Gorgon.17 In  October 1789, in 

association with Silly, the drawing professor and the painter Pioche, he submitted a new 

project to the city which asked him to support his request with a more detailed text.18 This 

was drafted in September 1790,19 and in it, Gardeur Lebrun claim to follow the model of the 

Paris drawing school. He proposed a system for organization, described the teaching methods 

to be used and devised regulations. In his eyes, the Metz school would be useful, allowing 

“public order to be regenerated” and emulation among students would be stimulated. It would 

be open to workers and apprentices, as well as to children from the age of 9 years not already 

in a profession.” However, they had to know how to read and write. In all, this represented 

nearly 720 young people each year. The teaching of the “elements of drawing needed to 

exercise with distinction any mechanical art” would be spread over six years. Education was 

divided into three fields, relating to “all the genres of drawing, all the proportions and help 

relating to different mechanical arts on which they have the greatest influence”: geometry and 

architecture, the figure and animals, ornaments, and flora. Models in mathematics, 

architecture, antiquity, figures, animals, flora and ornaments, already acquired by the engineer 

in 1788, would form the collections.20 Gardeur Lebrun even planned to install the school in 

the Trinitaires convent.21 However the city does not seem to have pursued the project.  

A circular of 27 Frimaire an IV (18 December 1795) planned for a central school to be 

opened in Metz. It was set up in the Petits-Carmes house.22 Teaching, organized from 1796, 

was intended to include drawing lessons as well as classes in natural history, ancient 

languages, general grammar, literature, history and legislation.23 The drawing lessons aimed 

to offer all the elements needed for pupils destined for painting, sculpture, civil and military 

 
13 Ibid. 
14 D’ENFERT, 2017, p. 91 and BEGIN, 1830, vol. III, p. 473 and BRASME, 2002, p. 205 
15 Metz, Archives municipales, 1Ra/9, “Mémoire sur les travaux du peintre Chevreux présenté au jury 

d’instruction publique”, undated. 
16 PELTRE, op. cit., p. 41. 
17 Metz, Archives municipales, GG267, “Extrait d’une délibération des représentants de la commune de Metz”, 

26 October1789 
18 Ibid. 
19 Metz, Archives municipales, 1 Ra/9, “École gratuite de dessin à établir à Metz”, 24 September 1790. 
20 Metz, Archives municipales, GG267, “Collection d’originaux pour Mr Lebrun de la ville de Metz”, 4 

September 1788 
21 Metz, Archives municipales, 1 Ra/9, “Choix des emplacements à donner au Collège et à l’école gratuite de 

dessin”, 16 September 1790. See also Metz, Archives municipales, 1Ra/5, “Plan de la maison des Trinitaires de 

Metz”, about 1790 
22 Metz, Archives municipales, 1 Ra/5, “Écoles centrales du département de la Moselle”, 18 Brumaire an V (18 

November 1796). 
23 Metz, Archives départementales de Moselle, II L 73, “Circulaire sur l’instruction publique en Moselle,” 

undated. 
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architecture and for several mechanical arts.24 A hiring campaign for professors was then 

organized, The candidates for drawing had to submit a text presenting their teaching and work 

to the jury. Several documents that survive today thus provide precious information about the 

candidates and their teaching programmes.25 Five artists were in competition: alongside the 

painters Innocenti and Virin, others opened their own school in Metz: Pioche, Dubuisson and 

Chevreux. Chevreux, who was from Metz, but had studied under Joseph-Marie Vien in Paris, 

was hired as professor. 
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