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The Free Drawing School of Annecy 

 

A relatively important town within the States of Savoy (the capital was Turin at the 

time), Annecy took advantage of the annexation of the Duchy of Savoy by France in 

September 1792 followed by the creation of the Mont-Blanc département, to establish a free 

drawing school. A document of 9 January 1793 also says that “the abovementioned Savoy, 

after stagnating for centuries in profound ignorance of all the arts and sciences, has finally 

seen the coming of the Age of Enlightenment”.1 Following a petition that probably dates to 

December 1792 instigated by the Citizen “Ennemond” Gavaudan,2 a legionary of the 

Allobroges, the provisional administration of the Mont-Blanc département based at Chambéry 

stopped, with remarkable speed, the provisional establishment of a free drawing school at 

Annecy on 19 January 1793. Prior approval had been granted by the Administration of the 

Allobroges in a decree of 14 January 1793.  

The Citizen Gavaudan was appointed manager and immediately created two rules: 

access to education without distinction of sex (co-education was reasserted in a letter of 25 

January 1793); teaching of “the figure and flora” and “ornament and landscape”, like several 

other provincial schools. Lists of prints acquired by Gavaudan and probably dating to 1794, 

explain the working material: prints of heads, bouquets of flora, figures, draped figures, vases, 

hands, feet, capitals, friezes, leaves and flowers. Gavaudan indicated in his plan for the 

institution that he had some knowledge of chemistry, useful for teaching recipes for dyes 

tested beforehand in “factories of France and Germany”. Article 3 nevertheless provided for 

separate classes: Female citizens had classes from 8 to 9.30 am then the citizens from 10 to 

11.30 a.m. Gavauden’s salary, which included expenses relating to teaching equipment, was 

set at 900 francs per annum, paid as 225 francs every three months. In accordance with the 

provisions of article 4, pupils had to present a certificate of good moral, lifestyle and civic 

spirit validated by the municipality. The school (otherwise called “drawing academy” by 

Gavaudan himself) at the time occupied space on the second floor of the new bishop’s 

palace,3 a space that also served as accommodation for its director.  

Gavaudan seems to have resigned in September (or August) 1794, as the sergeant Jean-

Pierre Brunier explained in a letter to the General Council dated 17 Fructidor an 2 (3 

September 1794). The Committee for Education, to whom the request was sent, ruled on 23 

fructidor of the same year that Brunier would temporarily replace Gavaudan while a new 

 
1 Archives Municipales d’Annecy, cote 1R12 pièce n°2. 
2 His full name appears in cote 1R12 pièce n°9 of 17 Fructidor an 2. It should be noted that his starting as 

director coincided with the dissolution of his regiment.  
3 Historically, the diocese of Annecy had depended on the Geneva diocese, and this was again the case until 

1821. Nevertheless, the Revolution temporarily interrupted this relation of dependence: on the one hand by 

reorganizing the borders of parishes and on the other hand because the bishop had fled for Turin. Annecy then 

became the seat of the bishopric.  
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professor for drawing and painting was found. In a decision dated 28 Pluviôse an 4 (21 

February 1796), the central administration of the Mont-Blanc département appointed Citizen 

Monneret. In doing this, it made the establishment of the free drawing school definitive, by 

confirming the statutes and remuneration. Monneret later asked for the classroom to contain 

about twenty tables and to occupy a larger space. The premises offered were those occupied 

by the Supervisory Committee on the “first floor of the house of the emigrant […] on the rue 

du Champ de Mars.” The school’s future was uncertain, but it continued its activities until 

1796 at least.  

 

Sources 

Annecy, Archives Municipales 

1 R 12: pièces n°1 à 12 (papiers divers concernant l’école gratuite de dessin, 1792-1796) 

1 R 12/25: pièce n°25 (concerne la liste des gravures acquises par Gavaudan, 1793-1794) 

 

Annecy, Archives Départementales de Haute Savoie 

128J1093: Annecy, écoles diverses (1713-1840) 

 

Bibliographie 

PFISTER L., “L'académie florimontane et le Musée d'Annecy”, Revue Savoisienne, III 

(1971), p. 61-78. 

 


